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THE SZFOSITOR. 


{ PROVE ALL THINGS; HOLD FAST THAT WHICH 3S GoOD.”’ 
PARABLE VI. , 

“ Enter ye in at the strait gate ; for wide i¢ the gate, and broad is 
the way that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in 
thereat : Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
deadeth wnto life, and few there be which find it.” Mat. vii. 13, 14. 

This parable is frequently used to support 
the most disgusting and unseemly point in the 
doctrine of endless misery. It is thought or 
pretended, that it proves the notion, that but a 
very few of the human family will be saved, 
while thousands will go down to eternal ruin 
and hopeless despair! It has not only been 
said that such is its meaning, and such the fact 
taught us by it; but it has been mixed in with 
the devotions of christians and sung ir. the con- 
gregations of the faithful for time out of mind. 
We meet with the abhorrent sentiment even in 
our psalm books, and in our collections of 
sacred music. Dr, Watts, has the text thus 








paraphrased : 
™ Broad ts the road, that leads to death, 
And th ds walk together there ; 





But wisdom shews a narrow path, 
With here and there a traveller.” 

Now the mind cannot conceive an idea more 
appalling than that usually associated with those 
words, We can advert to the early impres- 
sious of our chj!dhood, and recollect what were 
then our emotious on reading or hearing them 
pronounced. Imagination would at once sur- 
vey the countless throng of the unconverted, 
travelling onwards to an awful hell, where were 
waiting a host of infernals, ready to inflict im- 
mortal pains upon the souls of the reprobated ! 
God, the angry Judge, whose irresistible de- 
crees had brought about the direful result, was 
imagined to be seated on a throne of “clouds 
and darkness,” assenting to their dreadful 
doom ; and a little company of good, orthodox 
people, perched on the lofty battlements of hea- 
ven, smiling at the irretrievable ruin of their 
neighbors and friends! Along the narrow road, 
was “here and there” a solitary individual, 
climbing the hill of “ Difficulty,” so quaintly re- 
presented by the immortal John Bunyan, with 
. his head “ bowed down like a bulrush,” and 
his soul beset with a thousand temptations !..... 
But blessed be God, those cruel delusions have 
been eradicated from the mind, and we are now 
at liberty to investigate the subject for our- 
selves, 

It has long been a mystery to us, how the 
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Caxvinists can think that the parable under 
consideration affords any proof of the correct» 
ness of their doctrine. They strenuously main- 
tain that the number of the elect is'so“ certain 
and definite, that it can neither be increased or 
diminished ;” and of course the number of the 
reprobated is equally certain, If this be true, 
we should like to be informed of any propriety 
in our Saviour’s exhortation, “ enter ye in at 
the strait gate.” Did he, as a Calvinist, be- 
lieve that the number of the elect could not be 
increased? If so, why did he play upon the 
words, by exhorting them thus? Or if he, as 
God, knew that a certain definite number were, 
in the councils of eternity, “ passed by, and or- 
dained to dishonor and wrath for their sins, to 
the praise of his vindictive justice,” why did 
he exhort his hearers to turn towards heaven 
—and, by so doing, violate the determination 
of the most high ? 

We are naturally led to inquire, what there 
is in the text, to uphold the doctrine of endless 
misery. Itwill probably appear, on examina- 
tion, that the only evidence of such doctrine is 
in that part of the parable, which alludes to de- 
struction. There is certainly nothing else that 
can be understood to mean any such thing.— 
Let us then examiné the foundation of the com- 
mon opinion on that part of the text. 

“ Wide is the gate, and broad is the way that 
leadeth to destruction, and many there be which 
go in thereat.” The question now is, does the 
word “ destruction” literally signify the future 
endless misery of those who travel the broad 
road? This will Mt be pretended. The word 
is not used to convey any such idea. Destruc- 
tion is the state of being destroyed, and con- 
veys no idea of endless continuance of bei 
or existence, But is it not used in the “serip- 
tures to express the endless wretchedness of 
sinners? Weanswer,no. And in theabsence 
of all proof of the affirmative we shall tontent 
ourselves with quoting a few passages .illustra- 
tive of the scriptural meaning of the word’ 
See Hosea xiii.9. “O Israel, thou hast des. 
troyed thyself; but in me is thine help.” In 
this instance, nothing more could be intended 
than that the people of Israel had rendered 
themselves miserable in time, by this depart- 
ure from the statutes of the Lord, They were 
neither eternally damned, ‘nor totally annihila- 
ted. Job,x.5. “Thine hands have made 
me, and fashioned me round about; yet thou 
dost destroy me.” The afflicted Job, in this 
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passage, refers.only to the severe. distresses | 


he was caused to endure, and not to endless 
misery or the pains‘of another world. These 
quotatiogs are enough to establish the fact that 
the word destroy, or destruction, are equivo- 
cal; which is all that is required in the present 
instance. For the word being evidently equiv- 
ocal, renders it indispensibly necessary for the 


BLEssING, HONOR, GLORY, and power, unto him 
| that sitteth‘on the throne, and unto the Lamb 
for ever‘and ever.” Now, it will be admitted 
that the foregoing passages refer to the eternal 
concerns of another world; and we demand, 
are we in view of such declarations’ and assar- 
| ances, to conclude that but “ here and there a 
| traveller” will find the way to heaven? A re- 


advocates of endless misery, or of annihilation, | ply in the negative would be preposterous. The 
to prove thatin this passage it means what-they | character, promises, and oath of Jehovah, for- 
have said it does, or to admit the truth of our | bid that we should. understand from the text 


constructions, 
But how does the common opinion of this 
text agree with the great plan of salvation as 


revealed in the scriptures? Are thousands to | 
be damned and but here and there one who | 


shall be saved ? In other words, is that ima- 
ginary devil, who is represented as an enemy 
to God and all righteousness, to people his in- 
fernal dominions with millions, while heaven 
is to be thinly inhabited, or the abode of a few ? 


Has Almighty God given existence toa being | 
Has Jesus | 
Is he who | 


over whom he has no control ? 
bled and died almost in vain? 
undertook to destroy death and the devil, to 


be defeated at last, and compelled to have his | 


ears saluted with the boastings ofthe devil and 
the screeches of the damned to all eternity ? 
If it can be proved from the bible that MANY 


shall crowd the gates of Zion, and raise an an- | 


them of eternal joy, the common opinion of the 
text willbe exploded, Let us search the scrip- 
tures. 

See Isa. xlv, 23,24. “have sworn by my- 
self, the word:is gone out of my mouth in right- 
eousness, and shall not return, ‘That unto me 
every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear ; 
Surely shall say, in the-Lord have I righteous- 
ness and strength,” Chap. xxv. 6,7, 8. “ And 
in this mountain [Zion] shall the Lord of hosts 
make unto ALL PeopLe a feast of fat things, a 
feast of fat things full of marrow, of wines on 
the lees well refined: And he will destroy in 
this mountain the face of covering cast over all 
people, and the vail that is gpread over all na- 
tions : He will swallow up death in victory ; 
and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off 
ALL Faces; and the rebuke of his people shall 
he takeaway from off all the earth ; for the Lord 
hath spoken it.” Chap. liii. 11. “ He shall see 
of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied ; 
by his knowledge shall my righteous servant 
jusTiFyY MANY; for he shall bear their iniqui- 
ties.” See also, Rev. vii. 9,10. “ After this 
I beheld, and, lo! a GaeaT MULTITUDE, which 
no man could pumber, of all nations, and kin- 
dreds, and people, and tongues, stood before 
the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms 
in their hands; and cried with a loud voice, 
saying SALVATION TO OUR Gop, which sitteth 
upon the throne, and.unto the Lamb !” See al- 
so Rev. v. 13, “ And every creature which is 
in heaven and on earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them heard I saying, 


| 





| under consideration any such thing. 

| It remains, therefore, only to be said, that 
| this parable refers to the condition of the world 
when our Saviour was on earth, and torcibly 
illustrates the proneness of mankind to travel, 
with the multitude, in that road which leads to 
wo and wretchedness here below. We would, 
therefore, caution the reader against being de- 
luded with the futile hope of happiness in trans- 
gression; and hope to be pardoned for saying, 
that possibly, many who trust in themselves 
that they are righteous and despise others, may 
find that they are travelling the broad and 
| downward road to destruction and misery.— 
The way of wisdom is truly narrow and strait ; 
but it is strewed with flowers. Alas ! how few 
there be that find it! But O, how joyful the 
hope, that the time will come when all ransom- 
ed creation shall swell the note of eternal grati- 
tude, and cause the arches of heaven to rever- 
berate with the anthems of everlasting praise. 
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CXXKXVII. PSALM, 1 VERSE. 
“ By the Rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we 


’ 


wept when we remembered Zion.’ ® 


Nothing on earth has been so dear to good men as 
Zion, Its name is pleasant, and sounds with rapture 
in the ear of the man of God. The first place where 
Zion is mentioned, is, I believe, in ii. Samuel, v. 7.— 
Nevertheless, David took the strong hold of Zion : 
the same is the city of David. 

It is mentioned to this effect in i. Kings, viii, }.— 
where it is said, ‘‘ Then King Solomon assembled the 
elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the 
chief of the fathers of the children of Israel unto king 
Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might bring up the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord out of the city of 
David, which is Zion.’’ Thus Zion originally signi- 
fied that partof Jerusalem which was taken from the 
Jebusites, and was styled.the city of David or Zio..— 
In the reign of Solomon, who succeeded David, the 
Temple was built in this place ; so that this Temple 
with all its legal rites, and all the spiritual good things, 
which it prefigured, were comprehended under the 
general name of Zion. 

Thus, to this place the tribes of Israel went thrice 
a year to worship. It is thus paraphrased by Dr. 
Watts: 


“ To Zion the whole nation came, 
“ To worship thrice a year.” 
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Thus having shown what is generally meant by Zi- 
on, and the original signification of the word, we pro- 
ceed to shew that Jerusalem, Tempie, and Church, 
are comprehended under the word Zion, as is proved 
from ii. Kings, xix. 31, and Psalins xi, 6, and ix, 11, 
and xiv.7; and Isaiah i. 27, and xi. 3, Ix. 14, and a- 
bove seventy other places. 

In farther remarking on this subject, I shall consid- 
er, 1. That Zion in its enlarged signification, is very 
dear to men of piety. 

2. The adversity and trouble of Zion, causes such 
men to weep. 

1. That Zion in its enlarged signification is very 
dear to men of piety. ; 


‘This was the case with the Jewish Church. Noth- 


ing was so dear to the Jews, as the worship of God | 


in his Temple. Although that dispensation was dark 
compared with the present ; yet it was precious and a 
great manifestation of divine light and love. Here 
the law was read and explained ; here the nation uni- 
ted in prayer ; it was the place where prayer was wont 
tobe made ; it was the place which God had appoin- 
ted for his worship ; here God revealed his glory and 
the tokens of his regard to the Jewish nation, and 
here the solemn vows were made and performed.— 
Every thing which could render such a dispensation 
glorious, centered in this Mount Zion where the Tem- 
ple was built, and where the ark abode. ‘The natural 
situation of Zion was very beautiful. Beautiful for 
situation, the joy of the whole earth, is Moant Zion 
on the sides of the north, But that which rendered 
Zion so dear to pious men, was the presence of God, 
and his ordinances, the Temple and the Ark of his 
Covenant. Thus we read, cxxii. Psalm, from the 2d, 
to the 9th verse, inclusive. ‘Our feet shall stand 
within thy gates, O Jerusalem. Jeruselei is builded 
as a city that is compacted together; whither the tribes 
g° up, the tribes of the Lord, unto the testimony of 
Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the Lord.— 


For there are set thrones of judgment, the thrones of | 


the house of David. Pray for tlie peace of Jernsa- 
lem ; they shall prosper that love thee. 
within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. 
For my brethren and companions sakes, I will now 
say, Peace be within thee. Because of the house of 
the Lord our God I will seek thy good.’’ Thus Zion, 


Peace be 


Jerusalem or the Church was dear to the picus among 


the Jews. 

The article Zion is applicable likewise to the Chris- 
tian Churches. This is called Mount Zion the city of 
the living God. Heb. xii. 22. The Jewish Church may 
be termed the legal, but the Christian Church the gos- 
pel dispensation. The former may be called the type 
or shadow; the latter the anti-type orsubstance ; con- 
sequently, the glory of the christian dispensation must 
excel that of the law, as much as the substance does 
the shadow. Hence, if Zion as comprehending the 
Jewish church and Temple worship, was dear to pious 
men, much more dear is the Gospel system to men of 
the same character. The reason is, that that’ dispen- 
sation had no glory compared to that of the gospel 
which excelleth. ‘Thus pious men among the Jews 
were waiting for the consolation of Israel, i. e. for the 
ooming of Christ and the blessings of the gospel; and 


when tuis was seen by faith, they rejoived init as A- 
braham did; and when they saw its accomplishment 
in part, as Simeon did, they were ready to depart ip 
peace. In believing, men rejoice with joy unspeaka- 
ble and full of glory. They go on their way rejoicing. 
Thus Zion as meaning the Christian church, is dear 
to its friends. 

2. The adversity and trouble of Zion causes such 
men to weep. Thus, when Jerusalem and the first 
Temple were in ruins, the pious captives in Babylon 
wept and hung their harps upon the willows. Thus, 
when the Christian church has been in adversity, its 
friends were called to mourniug. Christ in his answer 
to those, who asked him why his disciples did not fast, 
declared that the children of the bride chamber could 
not fast while the bridegroom was with them, but said 
| the day should come when the bridegroom should be 
taken away, and then they should fast; whichis say- 
ing that though christians will rejoice when the mani- 
festation of Christ isclear; yet in a day of darkness 
they will mourn. There are three distinct states when 
| the church may be said to be in adversity and trouble. 
| 1. When persecution arises. 2. Whenlife and vigor 
in religion declines, 3. When false doctrine prevails. 
As to persecution it will never be a real injury unless 
we give way to the fear which itvexcites. I rather 
view itas a blessing than otherwise, for blessed are 
ye when meu shall revile you, and persecute you, and 
say all manner of evil against you falsely for Christ’s 
sake! We must always be careful to suffer for right- 
eousness’ sake, and then persecution will not injure 








us. 

If we suffer on account of our declensions as to the 
life and vigor of religion, we have none to blame but 
ourselves, and against this we must watch and pray. 
As to the prevalence of false ductrines, we must be 
| very cautious not to embrace them ourselves, and in 
| detecting them in others, uprightness of intention, 
| force of argument aud firmness mixed with prudence, 
are indispensable on our part, if we hope to succeed, 
| Patience, likewise, will be necessary in order to re- 

claim the erroneous, But are errors to be found in 
the christian church ? Undoubtedly there are. The 
| Romish church, fromwhich the Protestants separated, 
| was corrupted exceedingly not only in doctrine, but in 
discipline and manners. The Protestants have reform- 
ed in many things, but yet retain many popish errors, 
and every deperture from the simplicity which is in 
Christ, is matter of grief and trouble to all who have 
their senses exercised to discern the truth. 

The errors to be found in the doctrine of the ehur- 
ches in our land are, total depravity of infants; the 
impurity of sin; the election of some to endless life ; 
and reprobation of the rest of mankind to endless 
misery and perdition ; the doctrine of the infinite a- 
tonement of Christ to satisfy divine justice and render 
God propitious to the elect; the doctrine of means 
to obtain eternal life; the doctrine that méni must be 
willing to be damned in order to be saved; the docr 
trine that sin originated in heaven, by Which*part of 
the holy Angels became devils; and lastly, that God 
was a wrathful being, hating sinners and being chiange- 
able. ‘These are the leading errors in the Protestant 
churches,.and the. practice to which they lead is as diss» 
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agreeable as the doctrine. No wonder that the eyes 
of mankind begin to be opened in reality, to see the 
absurdity and inconsistency of such doctrines and to 
weep when they remember Zion. If the Jews in their 
captivity in Babylon wept when they remembered Je- 
rusalem in her ruins, how much more reason have we 
to weep when we see our spiritual Jerusalem, our 
Mount Zion and city of the living God laid in ruins by 
doctrines so pernicious ?. I shall only remark at pre- 
sent, (for [ intend to examine these false doctrines in 
future. numbers) that the most grievous of all the ca- 
Jamities which ever befel the Church is that which is 
comprehended under the false notions of God and his 
revelation. 

That all human creatures are born totally poluted 
with sin; that sin is infinite, and requires an infinite 
atonement, &c. &c. &c. are doctrines so incompati- 
ble with reason and revelation, that they have caused 
multitudes to triumph in infidelity, while the humble 
and contrite christian has mourned in secret, hung his 
harp upon the willows, and by the rivers of adversity 
and sorrow, has wept when Zion was remembered. 

Ka Se 
aS 

IMPARTIAL INVESTIGATOR. 


“* RARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.” 
CONGRATULATION. 

We are happy in having it in our power to state that 
our father in the faith, the former editor of this paper, 
bas commenced writing a series of numbers for the 
Advocate, the first of which appears under the signa- 
ture of “*T. G.’’ in this number. When he retired 
from the field some months since it was expected that 
hig health and circumstances would be such as to en- 
able him, occasionally at least, to contribute to our col- 
umns; but Providence had ordered it otherwise. His 
protracted silence, however, has only tended to make 
us thankful for what he will now, if it please Heaven, 
contribute fur the edification of the public. 

We should be chargeable with ingratitude if we should 
refrain from making an ingenuous acknowledgment for 
the hberal encouragement afforded us by our brethren, 
which enables us to do something towards alleviating 
the cares of our aged brother, in return for his useful 
labors. We take no merit to ourselves in relation to 
the matter—our patrons, have put into our hands the 
means, & if weare faithful, they will receive the reward, 

The experience, biblical knowledge, and candor of 
brother Gross, ensure to the christian reader an intel- 
lectual repast in his productions, which we are arixious 
to furnish, if any means within our reach enable us to 
make an honorable return to the donor. The task 
would indeed be delightful to us, could we strew his 
path with flowegs, and under God be the means of dis- 
pelling every cloud that could obscure the brightness 
and glory of his declining sun. 

So long as health and circumstances permit him to 
furnish for each number, a dissertation on some impor- 
tant subject, we shail appropriate to his use the depart- 
ment under the head of ‘Gospei Apvocate;’’ while 











pursue a plan, which will lead us on to the attainment 
of our object, without exposing us to just censure for 
not attending to all the various subjects which concern 
the interests of Zion. Eptrors. 
a 
SOCIETY MEBTING. 

On another page will be found a notice of the an 
nual meeting of the Universalist Society in this place, 
to which we would bespeak attention. And we hope 
to be excused for doing so, as well as for the following 
observations. 

It need not be mentioned that there has been a want 
of attention in the friends of truth in this place, to the 


, attempt to conceal that which is so apparently repre- 
hensible. We take no exceptions to the charge, our- 
selves; but are willing to bear a part of the censure. 

It is apparent, that there has been a neglect on the 
part of the proper officers in organizing the society.— 
lad the proper steps been taken, we might, at this 
time, have had a large and respectable society, under 
gospel regulations. But no pains has been taken to 
| effect so desirable an object ; and believers are scattered 
| like sheep, without a fold or shepherd to protect them. 

It is also evident that sow is the time to retrieve, by 
united exertion, what has been lost by former inatten- 
tion to the subject. The clouds are dispelled-the storm 
is over and past, and the citizens of Buifalo are begin- 
ning to see the fallacy of error. The hour of adversity 
has tried the friends of truth, and popularity has en- 
listed in her motley train unworthy professors, whose 
aid is but a detriment to the cause, It is confidently 
believed that if the proper steps are now taken, a so- 
ciety of more than one hundred respectable and religious 
persons can be collected in this town within the term 
of one month. 

It appears highly probable to the writer of this arti- 
cle, that unless something is now done, the canse must 
inevitably languish and die. The period is an eventful 
one, and is pregnant with events of no ordinary conse- 
quence to universalists and universalism. A zealous 
co-operation amongst the brethren will secure the ob- 
ject in view; while perhaps the loss of a day may be 
fatal to our hopes. 

With the foregoing facts before us, we would appeal 
to the candor and good sense of every universalist 
concerned ; yea, tothe hearts of every brother or sister 
in the faith, and ask, WHAT SHALL BE DONE 1— 
Shall we deny ourselves the privilege of worshipping 
God according tothe dictates of our consciences? Shall 
the friends of Zion be told that we porish under sloth- 
fulness? Shall our children be deprived of social re- 
ligious meetings, or be compelled to hear the pernicious 
theories of error? Shall we tamely submit to have the 
finger of scorn pointed at the cause we have professed 
to love? or shall we have a name to live, while we 
are dead? Would it not be better to arise in the ma- 
jesty of truth and do our duty to God and one another? 

Since writing the above we have received a commu- 
nication on the same subject, which supercedes the 
necessity of what we had intended to suggest.for the 

idleration of our readers in this village. We refer 








that ef ImparrtaL Investicator, will be occupied by 


ourselves and devoted to the various subjects that ma 
appear to concern the cause of truth. bus we shall 


those who feel interested, to the article under the sig; 
nature of “ Jahleel,’’ on page 45, 





















































great concerns of the kingdom of Christ; nor shall we ~ 
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[For the Gospel Advocate.] 
To taE Eptrons : 

On looking over.the last volume of the Advocate I 
found a notice for the annual meeting of the universal 
ist society in this place, for 1826, which apprised me 
of the approach of tie time for another annual meeting. 
Being sensible that as yet but very little has been done 
towards establishing the cause of truth in this village, 
I here undertake to suggest a plan for the establish- 
ing of a society, and society government, in this place. 

I have been informed, that there is a society estab- 
lished here according to law, which is the first step to- 
wards the object in view. At the next meeting, which 
I hope will be well attended, there ought to be officers 
appomted, who will be faithful to discharge the duty 
imposed upon them; aud it is presumed there are 
some among us who would be willing to do all that 
could be required of them. After this step has been 
taken, acommittee might be appointed, whose duty it 
should be to draft bye Jaws for the government of tire 


society, and report the same to the society, at some 


meeting at no far distant time. Atsuch meeting, which 
of course will be an extra one expressly for that pur- 
pose, the society might be completely organized and 
prepared for business. Then let the society appoint 
a standing committee, whose duty it shall be to ascer- 
tain how many, suitably qualified, are desirous to be- 
come members, and let the proper steps be taken for 
their admission. Ifthis or some similar measure should 
be adopted, I do not doubt that a very re:pectabie so. 
ciety could be collected together in ashort time, which 
would add much to the happiness of all sincere be- 
lievers. 

I have reasons to believe that there are many in this 
village who feel it tu be their duty to come into some 
regulation like the one above hinted at ; and in Bia k 
Rock, and other places in this vicinity, I know of a 
number who would cheerfully unite with usin such an 
undertaking. Hoping yet to witness the increase and 
final success of the good cause of eterna} love and peace, 
1am, brethren, yours, &c, JAHLEEL. 

Buffalo, Feb. 5, 

6 On 


THE MORAL TENDENCY OF THE CALVINIS- 
TiC DOCTRINE OF CONVERSION. 


If there be any truth or any value in the doc- 
trine, it must carry with itself an unfailing tes- 
timony. ‘That is, persons under the arbitrary 
operations of the Spirit, must have infallible 
means of knowiag the fact, that they may not 
be deceived by their own imaginations, and be 
led into a false and dangerous security. An 
irresistible influence of the Deity is in all res- 
pects miraculous, and as such must operate 
with violence on the established jaws of the hu- 
man constitution, which cannot be mistaken. 
And yet what has been the test to which ap- 
peals have universally been made? Has it not 
been certain impressions, emotions, feelings, 
transports, and ecstacies, which are usually the 
growth of a warm imagination ? Has there ev- 
er been an instance in which appeals have been 
made to the understanding? Has any one ev- 
er made it appear, that his intellect was enlight- 
ened, his judgement improved, or his wisdom 





increased by the irresistible agency of the di- 
vine Spirit? No, How is it then that the Spir- 
it of God always acts upon that quality of our 
nature, which, of all others is the most fallible, 
fluctuating and deceptive ? The very same ef- 
fect, and to their fullest extent, which are urg- 
ed as a proof of divine interposition, are fre- 
quently produced by natural causes, and exist 
where there-is no renewal of heart, or reforma- 
tion of character, Is it credible, that the Su- 
preme Being descends irto the heart of men 
with a miraculous agency of his Spirit, without 
giving them at the same time light and power 
to judge between his operations and the decep- 
tions of a heated imagination ? ‘ee 

You will say, probably, that such persons as 
are really the objects of this agency, are never 
without a Conviction, which with them amounts 
absolute certainty. Iam aware this is assert- 
ed by many who-are sincere, and havea con- 
fidence in the reality of their impressions. But 
in my mind, no stronger proof can be given of 
the fallaciousness of the doctrine. In the first 
place, their convictions come through ‘the feel- 
ings and the fancy, And then, these persons 
are by no means always distinguished for more 
than ordinary purity of morals, er warmth of 
piety : so that it has been said with too much 
truth, by a writer more distinguished for his 
genius than his piety, “if we are told a man is 
religious, we still ask, what are his morals 2” 
And last of ali, these persons often have total- 
ly opposite opinions respecting some of the 
most important articles of christian truth, which 
they ail profess with equal confidence to re- 
ceive from a divine ijlumination, But the spir- 
it of God can dictate only truth, and truth is 
always the same. With what encouragement 
can we rely on the convictions of those, who 
with equai sincerity and confidence, make con- 
tradictory assertions? When it shall happen 
that all persons who profess to have immediate 
aid from above, to free them from sin, and en- 
lighten them with truth, shall be found uniform- 
ly more zealous in doing the deeds of piety and 
love, than other christians of humbler preten- 
sions ; and when they shall agree in reporting 
the truths, which they have received from the 
instructions of the Spirit, so far at least as to 
avoid contradictions and inconsistencies, they 
will exhibit better reasons for believing them- 
selves actuated by the irresistible agency of the 
Spirit of God. 

Again, if a change is thus miraculously 
wrought, how does it happen that in such a 
great number of instances the effect soon dies 
away? Look around among those who have 
been the subjects of what are commonly catled 
religious revivals, and observe how large 
a proportion return in a short time to their 
former condition and habits. ‘The most zeal- 
ous, confident and ecstatic, will frequently be a- 
mong the first to sink back to the apathy, from 
which at one time they imagined themselves 
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to have been raised by the special agency of 
the Holy Spirit. Will you say that such are 
not truly converted, or that they resist the spir- 


it? The first is certain, but of the last who is | 


to judge ? The person who falls away, is as | 
certain of being under a spiritual influence, as 
any one-who retains this conviction for years, 
and even through his whole life. But falling | 
away is a proof that he was decéived. Very | 
true ; yet ifone may be deceived for a month 
or aday, so may another as long as he lives, | 
Hence it is the very excess of presumption to | 
set up any pretentions, or make any assertions | 
in the case. 

Nor ought any one to rely on this kind of in- 
fluence, till he can prove that the days of mir- 
aclés have never ceased. Conversion upon 
calyinistic principles, is as much a miracle, as 
it would be to stop the sun in its course, or raise 
the dead to life. But as no proof can be advanc- 
ed, that miracles have been wrought since the 
time of the Apostles, even for great purposes, 
such as promoting the divine dispensations, or 
the general interests of mankind ; where is the 
humility, modesty, or good sense of any man’s 
pretending, that the Supreme Being has conde- 
scended to change the course of nature in his 
behalf, especially when the same argument, 
which he uses to convince himself of this fact, 
is used with equal assurance by others, who 
are confessedly deceived? * * * * 

The tendency of a doctrine is best ascertain- 
ed by regarding its »ffects where it has the 
greatest power of action ; and if we trace back 
the chequered history of the Church, it will 
present us with little which we could desire to 
remember respecting the moral code of those 
sects, which have made the theory of a mirac- 
ylous conversion a leading point of their be- 
lief. 

History also affords a dismal picture of the 
deplorable effects of this doctrine, in the annals 
of fanaticism. Men have gone mad in the be- 
lief that their frenzy was the inward workings 
of the Spirit of God. Next have come mur- 
ders and rapines, persecutions and tortures, 
hatred and malice, and every detestable vice 
which could disgrace human nature and demor- 
alize society. Keep within the compass of the 
Reformation, and run through the records of 
fanaticism from the fatricide of Alphonsus Di- 
as, to the piteous delusions, which in recent 
times have bewildered the followers of Hun- 
tingdon, Brothers and Southcott. ‘The madness 
of Muncer, Stubner and Stork, who kindled a 
civil war in Germany, sacrificed the lives of 
many credulous followers, and committed the 
greatest excesses under the pretence of being 
actuated by a divine impulse ; the wild rever- 
ies which broke out in so many shapes of in- 
tolerance and éruelty during the reign of the 
unfortunate Charles, and the existence of the 
Commonwealth ; the ravings of Muggleton and 
Reeves, who declared it to be the unpardona- | 





ble sin to reject what they called their spiritual 
message ; the scorning zeal of the Puritans, 
which was ready to burst out with its consum- 
ing fires upon all who did not profess to seek 
the Lord under the same influence as them- 
selves,—these facts and events with numerous 
others of a similar nature, have been so many 
practical illustrations of the doctrine of conver- 
sion by an irresistible agency of the divine 
Spirit. 

Now we frankly confess we cannot receive 
a doctrine as coming from God, not a trace of 
which we can find in the scriptures, which’ is. 
so fallacious in the testimony it gives of a di- 
vine origin, which is so defective in its practi- 
cal tendency, and which has actually been made 
an instrument in bringing down the greatest 
disorders, evils, and wretchedness upon the 
church and upon society, The only authority 
on which it rests, is the testimony of individu- 
als. And in what does this consist ? It appeals 


to certain emotions, feelings, and frames of 


mind, which may come as readily from ration- 
aland mechanical, as from spiritual sources. 
Speaking of the particulars of this testimony, 
the eloquent James Foster observes, “'They 
give a handle to every wretched enthusiast to 
impute his ravings, and follies, and wild starts 
of imagination, to the spirit of their living God. 
And thus they consecrate delusion and impos- 
ture, and if these be of a licentious and impure 
tendency, enable them with the more ease to 
extirpate the natural seeds of virtue, and cor- 
rupt the morals,” Sparks, 


SBINTTMDENT AL. 
“* Prompt to improve and to invite, 
“¢ We blend instruction with delight.” 




















[From the Christian Latelligencer.] 


The bleak wind blew wildly; the falling 
clouds of snow and hail had nearly obscured 
the pathway, and, overcome with fatigue and 
cold, Mr. and Mrs. D. gladly availed them- 
selves of the first opportunity that presented 
to introduce their trembling frames into some 
human habitation, The house did not, it is 
true, appear very inviting, though it evidently 
was once the abode of wealth and grandeur, 
All, around the shattered dwelling, tho’ it spoke 
of former glory, afforded not a very encourag- 
ing hope of good entertainment now. But ne- 
cecessity sometimes makes us thankful for 
what good fortune would despise, and is fre- 
quently the parent of much real advantage, 
At first Mrs, D. hesitated ; but yielding to the 
advice of her husband, and anxious to comply 
with the innocent entreaties of their eldest child 
who seemed to suppose that every house must 
of course permit the same protection and the 
same comforts which were enjoyed at home, 
she preceived his arm, and prepared to accom- 
pany him to the door. 

There arrived, Mr. D. raised his benumbed 
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hand and gave three distinct knocks. 
‘silent. No appearance of human beings was 
discovered, save the astonished voices of a 
‘number of children, who suddenly rushed to 
the windows, nearly darkened with shingles 
and hats, contending with each other fora 
spot to place their eyes upon. He knocked a 
second time but obtained no reply. Mrs. D. 
nearly discouraged, would have returned to the 
sleigh: but resolved to enter if possible, Mr. 
D. knocked “again more violently than ever, 
‘turning his eyes at the same time towards the 
peopled window, exclaiming—do let us come 
in, we are perishing with the cold! “Come 
in,” exclaimed a female voice ih a low and re- 
luctant. tone, 
entered, 

Every thing within seemed to speak of ru- 
ined wealth and ruined happiness. The floors 
and ceilings, however, together with the few 
remaining pieces Of furniture appeared to be 
neat—so far as it was possible to make them 
so—and furnished undoubted evidence of the 
industry and care of the mother. 

They were received by an intelligent look- 
ing female, whose eyes seemed to be swollen 
with tears and whose countenance expressed 
not a little mortification. She offered each a 
chair—poor woman, she had but three in the 
house—and invited them to draw towards the 
fire, or rather the place where the fire should 
be. The bare-footed and half-naked children 
gathered around their little girl, seated as she 
was upon a block of wood, and as they gazed 
upon her ornamented garments stood in silent 
astonishment and despair. In a few minutes 
Mrs.F. arose, took the coarse woollen blanket 
from her shoulde’s, spread it over the few em- 
bers that burned on the hearth, conveyed it in- 
to an adjoining apartment returned with- 
out it, In the mean time, Mrs. D. whose at- 
tention was altogether absorbed by the appear- 
ances of poverty and wretchedness around 
them, gave her husband an expressive look, 
that could not be misunderstood. It was an 
appeal to his sympathies, It was not in vain, 
though it was unnecessary. They felt the 
miseries of the house, and forgot their own.— 
The warm tide of compassion flowed freely 
from their hearts, as they saw worth and inno- 
cence suffering. The fatigues which had been 
endured on their journey, they despised then 
to make the subject of complaint. So true it 
is that the evil becomes tolerable when we re- 
‘alize a greater, ‘I wish,’ said Mrs. F. as 
she returned from the adjoining room, “I wish 
it were in my power to accommodate you more 
comfortably. .We have just at this time but a 
little fuel on hand and, as the storm is increas- 
ing, we find it necessary to be as prudent as 
possible, -The woodsmen, it is true, frequent- 
dy pass our house on their way to market, in- 
deed I perceive there is one now coming up 


‘the hill, but”—here she hesitated as if reluc- 


All was | 


They pressed open the door and | 


| gentleman in the town of S . 
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tant to add what she was on the point of ex- 
pressing, and ultimately paused, Mrs, D.— 
for women can often anticipate each other— 
took the hint; and drawing her work pocket 
from her side, on which a shower of tears in- 
stinctively fell, she took therefrom a handful of 
change and with an ardour that created a new 
tie in her husband’s heart, gave it to one of the 
larger boys saying—“ go my dear, meet the 
woodsman and direct him to bring his load 
here.” “Oh! no,” said Mrs, F.—“ yes, yes,” 
said Mrs. D. and the boy hastened with joy to 
meet the woodsman, 

This little deed of charity,—a deed, which 
it were impossible for any benevolent persort 
not to perform at such a time—though it was 
given with more cheerfulness than it was re- 
ceived, served perhaps to authorize a little 
more familiarity on the part of the strangers 
and to permit them to inquire with less hesitan- 
cy into the present situation of this family, and 
the causes which led to their penury, 

Accordingly, after the departure of the boy, 
Mrs. F. having placed upon the fire a sufficien- 
cy of the fuel remaining, Mr. D. ventured to 
introduce a farther conversation with this wor- 
thy matron, as follows ;_we are mutual stran- 
gers it is true, Mrs. F. but the apparently re- 
duced state of your circumstances, creates an 
anxiety in me to be informed of your history. 
I think I see here a ruined fortune and a bro- 
ken heart ; and you will not take it unkind in 
me, if I add that, I feel a strong interest in your 
welfare. Will you inform me whether my im- 
pressions are well founded? Mrs. F. was 
a woman of excellent accomplishments and 
of fine sensibilities; and when she found that 
her humiliation was so obvious as to excite the 
attention, and to engage the sympathies of a 
stranger, she could no longer suppress her feel- 
ings, but gave vent to them in a copious effu- 
sion of tears. Her children too, in the artless 
language of innocence would have cried with 
her ; but they had so often witnessed her weep- 
ing that they listened with attention to the con- 
versation without seeming to be sensibly affec- 
ted by it. 

“J have no objection,” said Mrs. F. aftér 
she had struggled for some time to compose 
herself—“ I have no objection, sir, to relate to 
you the simple tale of my misfortunes, espec- 
ialiy as I have reason to believe your profes- 
sions are sincere. My father was a wealthy 
You have 
perhaps heard of Gen. W——.__I was his on- 
ly child. Having been blessed in his youth 
with a liberal education, and acquiring in ma- 
turer life a respectable property, he was partic- 
ularly desirous of giving me a good female ed- 
ucation, and his interest enabled him to fulfil 
his intentions. I suppose that I was an object 
most dear to liis heart. The impressions 
which his paternal kindness have made on my 
mind can never be erased. Blessed be his mer 
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mory. He followed my mother, who died in 
my infancy, peacefully to the tomb about twen- 
ty years ago. Iwas then upon the point of 
uniting myself in matrimony with a young man 
of considerable fortune and very respectable 
literary attainments. Mr. F. was young and 
engaging. My father was pleased with him, 
not only on account of his honorable standing 
in life, but also because he was professedly re- 
digious—he having joined the church whea a- 
bout seventeen years of age. 

“Not long after the death of my venerated 
father, I married with Mr. F.; the union of our 
respective properties amounted to about twen- 
ty thousand dollars; a large part of which con- 
sisted in the mansion house, fe: in which we 
now live.” A long and heavy groan, like that 
of a man in great distress, proceeding from an 
adjoining room, here interrupted the narrative. 

Mr. D., hastily inquired the cause of it ?...... 
The poor womaa burst into tears, and arising 
suddenly hastened to the place of distress...... 
Mrs. F. immediately returned, bringing with 
her the blanket which a short time before she 
had carried into that room, and with a deep sigh 
resumed her seat, and recommenced the narra- 
tion of her troubles. 

TO BE CONTINUED. 





_ MISCELLANY. 


FOUR-FOOTED PRINTERS. 

Wonderful improvements seem to be making in the 
art of printing. Mr. Fanshaw, at the Tract Society 
Office, has two Juckasses employed as pressmen, and 
they are now laboring in that capacity with great assid- 
uity and success. This we at first thought a great nov- 
elty, but we have since been informed that it is by no 
means uncommon for animals of this kind to be con- 
‘nected with the press. N. Y. Reflector. 

We have often wondered at the stupidity of the 
teacts with which our land is inundated, but never till 
now have been apprised of the fact that the most stupid 
ef all animals are instrumental in producing them. Eds. 

—~O Gen 
NEWS OF THE WEXE. 
. .A woman, whose name is said to be Staples, be- 
fonging to Kittery, was found dead in an Engine house, 
near the north burying ground, on Wednesday night. 





She was of intemperate habits; and as she was seen | 


in that neighborhood three or four days before, and 
had a smuil jug of spirits with her when found, there 
ean be little doubt she perished from intoxication and 
eold, and had Jaid unobserved all the intervening 
téme.—Ports. paper. 


~~ oe 

The snow on the mountains in Vermont, was 6 feet 
‘in depth. A number of buildings in the neighborhood 
ef Whitehall have been injured, and some totally de- 
atroyed, by the lafe snow storms. 

——e 

The London Globe states that more money was lost 
and won within one year in the different gaming houses 
in that metropolis than three times the yearly revenue 
ef the whole United States wonld amount to. 

Horace Baker, of Westchester county, in New-York, 
has invented a loom that will weave carpeting or diaper 
¢f any figure, with as much ease and rapidity as plain 





eloth is usually woven—a little more power only bee 

ing required. It may be attended by any person capa 

ble of tying yarn, 
—— 

A proposition is before tie Massachusetts Legisla- 
ture, to procure statues of ‘oan Apams and ‘Tsomas 
JEFFERSON, to be placed with that of Wasuincton, 
in the state house hall, at Boston. ; 





A Giant.—The Utica Sentinel states that-there is 
now living in Western, Oneida County, a farmer whe 
is seven fect and five inches in height! { 

— 

_ A Steam flour mill has been recently put into opera- 
tion at Canandaigua, N. Y. Previous to tiie close of 
canal navigation it manufactured five thousand barrels 
of flour in about five weeks, 




















Poetic Bepartment. 


[From the Christian Register.} 
THE SNOW FLAKES. 
VE are falling to earth from your ancient domain * 
Ye are shrouding her besom in triumph again ! 
Ye are sweeping on with the wintry blast ! 
Ye are ruling all---but your sway cannot last ! 





Pile ye up ! pile ye up your crest of white 

«1s ye fall, and mingle your wreathes of light $ 

Ye are welcome, weleome to rest on the earth, 

But tell us the place of your icy birth. 

“ We came from those clouds which are floating on hight 
Still darkening the face of the cold blue sky ; 

The chill breath of winter but scatierred our train, 

To mingle anew on this earthly domain. 

We would gladly descend in unerring array, 

But the tempests of heaven will blow us astray ! 

We must follow them still where’er they may guide, 
To the shade that W@¥ove or the sunny hill side. 

Like man we remain but a moment below, 

And are like him exposed'to each blast that may blow } 
Like him we ascend rejojcing on high, 


To the place of our birth in the sapphire sky.” ‘ 
Lue 





y NOTICE. 

The annual meeting of the “‘ First Universalist Society 
{ of the village of Buffalo,” will be held at the School House 
, in district no. 2, at early candle light on Sabbath evening 
next, (to morrow) for the purpose of choosing officers for 
the society, and transacting such other business as may be 
| lawful and expedient. 

> A punctual and general attendance of brethren of 
‘ the Abrahamic Faith is earnestly desired, as business of ,| 
importance to the society is expected to be iaid before 
them. Per Oxver. 


MARRIED,—Ipn this village, on the Ist inst, by Mr. G. 
Fillmore, Mr. A. Tilden, to Miss Evelina Flint. 

DIED,—On the 4th inst. Miss —— Wells, daughter of 
Col. Joseph Wells, of this town. 








The Gosrpet Apvyocare, and ImpartTiaL Investiea- 
TOR, is published by an Association of Gentlemen, at $1,50, 
in advance ; $2,00 if paid within six months ; and $2.50, i! 
not paid before the éxpiration of the year. te 

L. S: EVERETT AND T. FISK, EDITORS. 


SaLisBURY, PRINTER, 

















oa 


am 
ee 


ae 


= 


oy 
Oy 


Apete ate an 





Py 
# 






aoe 





